June 18, 2024 Climate Action Plan Kickoff
Cross-Sector Mitigation Breakout Session
Notetaker: Brian Woods

CSM Breakout Group Comments
•	100% renewable isn't helpful when you ignore the massive emissions from wood burning.  The new Renewable Energy Standard bill continues to allow biomass.  This was not a win for climate or biodiversity.
•	Gaps are every household needs to be electrified. Microgrids should be utilized to enhance resilience. Need to her more. Move toward battery storage in each village/household
•	What happened to biomass task group work recommendations? Disappointed that that gap was not identified. Not mentioning (biomass emissions) brings credibility of the work into question. McNeil is the elephant in the room. RES was not a win for nature. One of the recommendations was to phase biomass energy out and to use wood heat. No accounting for biomass emissions by the state as of yet as required by law. Response: Biomass emissions are not counted in the gross emission total in the GHG inventory, but are accounted in the LULUCF sector. Re; biomass task group – it recommended phasing out biomass as an electricity fuel source. Full council did not feel that the source of any replacement electricity was well enough explored, and whether replacement electricity would be reliable. ANR commissioned an analysis 
•	Creation of a Green Bank – how do we get money into the hands of Vermonters to pay for all this. Education and support for people to make these choices.
•	The accounting is not being done correctly and there is no plan to reduce these emissions.  States all around us are about a decade ahead of us and are no longer considering biomass "renewable". This is not new science. We don't need a replacement for McNeil.  Simply getting all of our power from the grid would be far less polluting than McNeil and Ryegate [biomass electricity plants].
•	On transportation side, electrification of rural communities – e-buses, light rail. Need to change things. Electric vehicle charging infrastructure esp. in rural communities. Thermal – do more with building codes and training for workers. More ideas and more emphasis instead of following 
•	Commuter rail on the western corridor
•	I’ll add to the chat so it gets into the notes: there should be consideration of state-wide building codes and standards as it is just too hard for each town to do this work
•	I would also suggest more work on how our grid connects to the rest of the regional and national grid
•	I'm so frustrated to hear nothing but talking points that have come directly from the utilities.  You took testimony from scientists and many residents have spent many countless hours attending meetings, sharing scientific research and so forth. When will this body honestly address wood burning? 
